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SITE APPRAISAL FOR 
PROPOSED NEW VILLAGE HALL EARITH 

 
Earith Parish Council have identified the need for a new Village Hall 
and we have been appointed as their architects for the project. 
 
Before we can embark upon the design we have been asked to 
undertake a site appraisal of three available sites, based on which site 
would most likely obtain planning permission.  
 
The aim of this document is to set out the ‘pro’s’ and ‘con’s’ for each of 
the sites identified.   We will attempt to score each site. 
 
1.0 Huntingdonshire Design Guide 
 
All new buildings must be built in accordance with the government 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which places good design at 
the heart of good town planning.    Huntingdonshire District Council 
(HDC) have produced a Design Guide to meet the requirements of the 
NPPF in supporting Local Plan policies and site allocations, to ensure 
good design is integral to all new development in the district. 
 
The Guide sets out important design principles that we as designers are 
asked adhere to.   The aim of this document is to look at each site in turn 
and see if the site meets all or just a few of the requirements set out. 
 
The design guide is free to view online and can be seen on the HDC 
website. 
 
Using the design guide as a basis, when looking at the sites the 
questions we must ask are: 
 

1. Would the village hall sit comfortably within the site and its 
setting? 

 
2. Would a village hall on that site make a positive contribution to 

the character of the surrounding area? 
 

3. Would a village hall on that site provide a space which functions 
well and are safe and secure to use? 
 

4. Would a village hall on that site conserve natural resources 
through building siting, design and construction? 
 

5. Would a village hall on that site be accessible to all potential 
users including disabled people? 
 

6. Would a village hall on that site be practical to build, maintain 
and adapt? 
 

7. Would a village hall on that site be environmentally, socially and 
economically sustainable? 

 



 

210716 Page | 2 29.10.2021 

It would be fair to say that for each site if all the answers to the questions 
above are ‘yes’ then it would be most likely that a building on the site 
would gain permission and if most of the answers were ‘no’ then the 
likelihood is that a building on that site would be refused. 
 
Therefore, it seems sensible to base any recommendations with regard 
to viability on that basis. 
 
In making an assessment there would be several other factors to 
consider, like flood risk, vehicular access and parking to name but a few, 
but the work required relating to these factors would need to be carried 
out once a preferred site has been chosen as specialist consultants 
would need to be appointed. 
 
2.0 The Sites 

 
2.2 Site No. 1 The Existing Village Hall ‘The Hut’ 
 
The existing village hall was built just after the second world war and was 
only ever intended as a temporary structure, hence the need for a new 
more permanent building. 
 

 
 
 

The HUT 

 

The REC 

 

The ECA 
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If the site of the existing village hall were to be chosen then the existing 
village hall would have to be demolished and a new replacement 
building built in its place.  This would not be without difficulties due to the 
close proximity of a very large protected tree, which would need to be 
protected during first the demolitions and then the re-building.   This 
factor alone would make any planning application very difficult. 
 
There is car parking for 16 cars immediately adjacent to the hall, but 
being on the High Street these spaces are generally used by local 
residents which is very understandable and meaning there is generally 
only a handful of spaces left for hall use. 
 
Should an alternative site to this one be chosen then it would be feasible 
option for the car parking here to be increased following the demolition 
of the existing hall.  
 
The current village hall location is not considered ideal as it offers no 
external amenity space which is generally considered essential for 
community buildings. 
 
Building a new hall on this site could potentially cause damage to the 
protected tree.  Whilst every attempt during construction would be 
made to preserve the tree, experience tells us that due to the very close 
proximity of the tree, protection would be difficult and it is highly likely 
that the local authority tree officer would prohibit the works being carried 
out.  Even if the tree officer were to allow development here the cost of 
doing so would be far greater than on a green field site. 
 
In summary building a new hall on this site would be possible but 
extremely difficult due to existing constraints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Existing Hall 
Car parking 

Possible 
additional car 
parking 
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2.3 Site No. 2 Land to south of the existing recreation area ‘The Rec’ 
 
The second potential site for the village hall is located on the southern 
boundary of the existing recreation area and is considered favourably 
as it is in close proximity to other community amenities, like the children’s 
play area, the skate park, all which are located on the northern edge of 
the recreation ground. 
 
Being just off the High Street, much the same as the existing hall location 
it can be considered as located ‘centrally’ within the village.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It has already been established by work carried out already that a new 
village hall designed to the brief already established would sit well on this 
site and make a positive contribution to the surrounding area. 
 
The hall would function well and have the recreation area adjacent as 
a substantial amenity space for the facility.  Meaning that if the hall was 
hired out for a wedding reception for example, then additional 
temporary facilities may be placed adjacent to the building like a 
marquee for example.  It may also be possible to accommodate 
additional, but controlled, overflow parking for the duration of the event. 
 
Building on this site would not result in the removal or damage to any 
trees and would be practical to build and maintain. 
 
When community buildings are located close to other community 
facilities it helps with security and discourages anti-social behaviour, 
which does not apply in remote locations. 
 
In summary building the new hall on this site would be favourable 
because of the above and it would enable the existing hall to function 
until the new hall is completed. 
 
 

Site located at 
Southern end of 
Recreation ground 



 

210716 Page | 5 29.10.2021 

2.4 Site No. 3 Land to the north of Vermuyden ‘The ECA field’ 
 
The third potential site for the new village hall is a site commonly known 
in the village as the ECA field.  This site previously accommodated the 
village children’s playground but due to anti-social behaviour in the area 
due to its remote location it was closed on the advice of the police. 
 
Currently the field is being used as a paddock, so the current tenants 
would need to be given notice to vacate and would have to make 
alternative arrangements. 
 
The access to the field that was previously used, running west to east off 
Cooks Drove would be unsuitable as a vehicular access, leaving the only 
suitable access off the end of Vermuyden. 
 
The Vermuyden access would require approval from the current owners, 
thought to be HDC and it is a possibility that approval would not be 
given.   There may also be a legal covenant in place which could 
prevent an access here being established. These possibilities should not 
be discounted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whilst a village hall would sit comfortably on this site a lot of work would 
need to be done to the land adjacent as it is currently used as paddock 
land and would not be suitable for recreation purposes associated with 
a village hall. 
 
This location wouldn’t necessarily be considered a safe and secure 
location as it has previously been identified as attracting anti-social 
behaviour and drug use.   
 
This location is more remote from the village centre, unlike the previous 
two possible locations.  
 
 
 
 

Site located at 
Southern end of 
The Field 
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3.0 Analysis  Table showing how each proposed site would respond to 
the questions posed by the HDC design guide 
 
Questions HUT REC ECA 

1. Would the hall sit comfortably within the site 
and its setting ? 

 

Yes  Yes Yes 

2. Would the hall make a positive contribution 
to its surroundings ? 
 

Yes Yes Yes 

3. Would the hall function well in this location 
? 
 

No Yes No 

4. Would the hall conserve natural resources 
through siting design and construction ? 

No Yes Yes 

5. Would the hall on this site be accessible to 
all potential users including disabled 
people? 

Yes Yes Yes 

6. Would a village hall on this site be practical 
to build, maintain and adapt ? 

No Yes No* 

7. Would a village hall on this site be 
environmentally, socially and economically 
sustainable ? 

No Yes Yes 

 3/7 7/7 5/7 
 
* building on the ECA site would be difficult due to sorting out access 
arrangements. 
 
3.1 Summary and Conclusions 
 
Following the analysis carried out about, it is evident that the site located 
in close proximity to the Recreation Ground has a far greater chance of 
success in gaining local authority approval when each site is considered 
in turn using the HDC design guide as a basis for the analysis. 
 
Looking at each site in turn, the site of the current hall would be least 
favourable, mainly due to the close proximity of a very large protected 
tree which would alone cause substantial problems with buildability and 
may even prevent approval ever being achieved.  The second most 
favourable would be the ECA but its more remote location and lack of 
any connection to other community facilities would again make gaining 
a planning approval less likely.    
 
The site that in our professional opinion would stand the highest chance 
of gaining approval would be the site next to the recreation ground.  The 
main reason being its close proximity to other community facilities, 
making it more likely to function well and be safe.    
 
We acknowledge that each of the sites will have issues to be overcome 
but having carried out this analysis the recreation ground site is by far the 
most favourable. 
 

 


